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SUBJECT: DUTCH PROTEST OF SOVIET DISSIDENTS' TRIALS 

REF: A) THE HAGUE 4065, B) THE HAGUE 4188, C) THE HAGUE 4408, 

D) PARIS 25613 

1 . THE SUBJECT OF A POSSIBLE "FREEZE" IN RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE NETHERLANDS AND THE SOVIET UNION CONTINUES 
TO BE GIVEN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ATTENTION HERE. IN A 
PRESS CONFERENCE AUGUST 17 AFTER THE WEEKLY CABINET 
SESSION, PRIME MINISTER VAN AGT SAID AN INVENTORY IS 
PRESENTLY BEING MADE OF DUTCH/SOVIET RELATIONS WHICH MIGHT 
BE FROZEN BUT THE PREPARATION OF THIS INVENTORY WOULD NOT 
BE COMPLETE UNTIL THE END OF THE MONTH. IN A RELATED 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION, FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER 
STOEL ASKED WHETHER THE ANNUAL CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION ON UNGA MATTERS WOULD BE HELD. THE 

ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER REPLIED THAT NO ARRANGEMENTS 
HAD YET BEEN MADE FOR SUCH CONSULTATIONS (THESE CON 
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SULTATIONS HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT BETWEEN DUTCH AND 
SOVIET DELEGATES IN NEW YORK PRIOR TO UNGA SESSIONS). 

2. EDITORIALS AND INTERVIEWS WITH LEADING PARLIAMENTARIANS 
HAVE REVEALED CONTINUING CONCERN ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE NETHERLANDS MIGHT NO BE IN STEP WITH ITS EC 
PARTNERS, THE LACK OF COORDINATION BETWEEN ELEMENTS 
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OF THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT, AND THE BASIC QUESTION OF WHETHER 
SUCH A FREEZE WOULD HAVE THE DESIRED EFFECT. FOR EXAMPLE, A 
VOLKSKRANT EDITORIAL AUGUST 18 NOTED THE FRENCH 
NEGATIVE REACTION TO THE US REQUEST FOR COOPERATION ON THE 
DENIAL OF THE COMPUTER SALE AND CONCLUDED, "NO COMPUTER 
IS NECESSARY TO REALIZE THAT THE FIRST REACTION OF THE 
HAGUE TO THE RUSSIAN TRIALS WAS TOO STRONG TO BE FITTED 
LATER INTO THE FRAMEWORK OF THE NINE AND THEIR EXPECTED 
FORMULATION OF DISQUIET ABOUT EVENTS IN THE SOVIET 
UNION." IN THE SAME VEIN, CDA PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLTEN, IN A LONG INTERVIEW IN THE SAME PAPER, SAID, 

"I DON'T BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE CORRECT LINE 
FOR DUTCH DETENTE POLICY; EVEN LESS CAN IT BE A CONTRI- 
BUTION TO THE PROCESS OF REFORM WHICH IS SO NECESSARY 
IN THE SOVIET UNION. IT CANNOT BE EFFECTIVE IF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT EUROPEAN PARTNERS AND AMERICA ARE NOT WILLING 
TO COOPERATE ", A REFERENCE TO UNSUCCESSFUL 
DUTCH ATTEMPTS TO GET EC MEMBERS TO ADOPT A SIMILAR 
POSITION. SCHOLTEN ALSO REFERRED TO DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER WIEGEL AND THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
AND NOTED THE LATTER'S REFERENCE TO "A PAUSE FOR 
REFLECTION" RATHER THAN WIEGEL’S "FREEZE". 

3. COMMENT. THE GOVERNMENT IS ALREADY UNCOMFORTABLE IN 
REGARD TO THIS ISSUE BECAUSE IT PUTS THE NETHERLANDS 
OUT IN FRONT OF ITS EC PARTNERS, BECAUSE THE POLICY 
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IS BEING QUESTIONED BY COALITION MPS AS WELL AS BY THE 
OPPOSITION, AND BECAUSE IT HAS REVEALED A CERTAIN LACK OF 
COORDINATION WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT ITSELF. THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD PROBABLY LIKE THE ISSUE TO DISAPPEAR FROM PUBLIC 
ATTENTION BUT THAT IS NOT LIKELY, GIVEN THE INTEREST 
OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AND THE MEDIA. 

JOSEPH 
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